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THE NEW-YORK ORPHAN ASYLUM, 


is well known to the greater part of our readers. ‘To those, however, who are 
unacquainted with it, a summary sketch of its history may not be unaccept- 
able. 

‘T's valuable establishment is unquestionably the offspring of “ the Socie- 
ty for the relief of poor widows with small children,” which was instituted 
in the city of New-York, in the year 1796. The beneficence of this last 
mentioned Society, being limited by its constitution to subjects in the situation 
which its title designates, could not be extended to the children of: those wi- 
dows whom death removed from its care. The same fatal stroke, by which 
these little ones were bereaved of their last earthly parent, severed them 
likewise from the enjoyment of the pittance which with her they had shar- 
ed, through the fostering bounty of that Society. These children were thus 
cast upon a wide world; or, conveyed to the Alms-house, they were-placed 
in a situation highry unfavourable to that kind of attention and culture whicli 
their helpless condition most needed,—that which would promote their morca/ 
emprovement. The ladies who conducted that establishment, had often to 
exert themselves to find some better provision for these forlorn objects, -for- 
merly of public, now of private charity; but owing to the increase of dé- 
mands thus created on their individual resources, they were frequently com- 
pelled to leave the children to take their chance in the common receptacle o! 
wretchedness abovementioned. 

In order to find a remedy for this deficiepey, some of those “ mothers iv 
Israel,” who were among the most active managers of the Widows? Society, 
devised, in 1806, the pan of an institution, which should provide for indigent 
fatherless and motheriess children of legitimate birth. A Society was accordingly 
formed, which held its first meeting on the 15th of April, 1806. Its management 
was committed to a board of dedies, conisisting of a first and a second Direstress. 
and seven trustees. In April, of the following year, it was imcorporated by 
the legislature of this state, under the style of “ Tam OrrHan As¥Lu™ 
SOcIE’Y IN THE ciTt oF New-York.” At first, a small house in Raivin- 
street, in the village ef Greenwhich, was used for a temporary asylum, and 
the children were placed under the immediate carc of a pions and:respectablo 
man and his wife, who have ever since continued to fulfil the duties of their 
station, with a tenderness, discretjon, and fidelity, which entitle them to prb- 
lic esteem and public acknowledgments. 
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From the rapid augmentation of the number of Orphans, that house sogn 
proved to be too small for their’accommodation. None more spacious could 
be rented, to answer the purposes of the establishment. To undertake thie 
building of a large house, and the purchase of the necessary ground, without 
funds, with an income derived chiefly from roluntary, and of cqurse, precari- 
ous Ceptributions, and not more-than sufficient to enable the trustees to defray 
the ‘growing expenses of the establishment, was considered by many a des- 
perate project. But the advantages of such a house were deemed by the 
Board of so great importance to the prosperity of the institution, as to con- 
strain them to resolve to use their best efforts to cause it to be built ; humbly 
relying on the protection and favour of the orphan’s Father and Friend for 
the supply of the needful to accomplish their pious design. 


By means of assistance from the state legislature, and the corporation of 


this city ; of collections in several Churches, and various private donations ; 
and especially by means of large loans made to the Board,’ for some years 
without interest, by two of their distinguished friends and benefactors, the 
trustees have been enabled, under the smiles of a gracious God, not only 
to provide for the daily wants of the children whom Providence committed to 


their care, but also to procure a permanent dwelling for all such as are likely to _ 


be the subjects of their charge for several years to come. Their building 
is of brick, fifty feet square, and capable of accommodating more than two 
hundred orphans. . 

In the prosecution of this arduous undertaking, the Board have had to 
contend with many difficulties, calling for the exercise of much faith, pa- 
tience, and diligence. Their cares and perplexities in conducting the con- 
cerns of that establishment are not generally Known and appreciated. 

That respectable Board certainly require no eulogy from man. They 
have doubtless felt a much superior gratification in the conscientious discharge 
of a Christian duty. The inexpressible delight of having been instrumcntal 
in rescuing a large number of fatherless and motherless children from indi- 
gence, wretchedness, and vice; feeding and clothing them; and affording 
them the shelter of a comfortable rgof erected by the hand of Christian bene- 
volence ; seeing them growing up ig habits of order and industry ; beholding 
their infant minds gradually storcd with knowledge, calculated to fit them for 
usefulness ijn life: and, what is of far greater moment, to view them ‘ trained 
up in the nurture and adinonition of the Lord ;” is indeed a vastly richer 
reward, than any human praise could confer. 

Their benevolent zeal, however, therr vawearied exertions to promote 
this interesting charity, are not the [ess deserving of the respect, the gratitude, 
and the aid of every friend to humanity and religion. 

The trustees have never rcfused admittance to one orphan proposed to them, 
who Wes a proper object of the chatity of the institution. Yet, many a time 
have they spent the last dollar in their treasury, and been without any means, 
from the ordinary resources of the Society, of supplying its daily wants. 
‘Then, in the exercise of Christian faith, have they looked to ‘“ the Father of 
the fatherless in bis holy habitation.” Ie who even “ hears the young ravens 
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when they cry,” and “ in whom the fatherless findeth mercy,” has beheld 
their necessities, and sent some welcome messenger of his covenant faithful- 
ness to furnish the needful supply. # , 

Although the Society has been so prospered, as to be enabled to pay for 
the house and ground they now possess, the establishment jis. still subject to 
continual and increased expenses, and they need the continued support 
of a beneficent public. In the plan of their establishment, they have declar- 
ed “their permanent fund to be in the charities of their fellow citizens.” 

This expression of confidence, is as honourable to this Christian community, 
as it is worthy of a charity which finds an advocate in eycry bosom where 
glows one spark of humanity. It will, we trust, never be forfeited, never 
disappointed. 

Our readers will, no doubt, cordially unite in adopting the following lan- 
guage of the venerable ‘* preacher of the Gospel to the poor in the city of 
New-York,” in the close of his letter lately addressed te the ladies of this So- 
ciety : 

‘“ May the God who directed the feet of Pharaoh’s daughter to the river 
Nile, and inspired her breast with compassion to rescue the weeping Moses 
from destruction; may he direct the managers of the Orphan Asylum success- 
fully to perform their respective duties, and so to engage the public benefi- 
cence in its favour, that from thence may proceed a succession of virtuous 
orphans, who shall prove honourable and yseful members of Society.” 

We subjoin an extract from the report of the trustees, presented at the 
anniversary meeting of the Soci¢ty in April last. 


Report of The Orphan Asylum Sociely, for 1816. 


‘‘ Tue Orphag Asylum Society,” beg leave to present to 
the public, their annual report of the state of the affairs of that 
Institution ; and to call their attention to its claims on their 
continued patronage and protection. 

It is with peculiar pleasure they announce to their friends 
the receipt of $5000, liberally granted them by the Legisla- 
ture, arising from the Board of Health Lottery. This sum 
has enabled them to cancel the mortgage on their property at 
Greenwich, and to make some necessary addition to it. 

Though, a few years ago, the Managers of this Institution 
had not even “ seven loaves” to set before a famishing mul- 
titude of orphans, 150 have eaten, and been sent away to the 
respective places assigned them, and 93 still remain to testif 
that “the goodness of God endureth yet daily” pone: 4 
them. 22 children have been admitted since the last report ; 
33 placed in respectable families, with mechanics, &c. 

The Board are now relieved from the burden of a debt 
that has occasioned them some anxiety; but it must be re- 
membered, they haye still to be anxious for the support of a 
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vast number of lielpless children, who, deprived of their na- 
tural protectors, look to them for the succour which they on. 
ly can render, as the almonegs of the public bounty. 

With such a community, ‘it is only necessary to plead the 
increased expenses of this interesting charity, (in conse- 
quence of the advanced price of every article of provision,) 
andits total reliance on the annual contributions of its patrons ; 
and the Board are sanguine in the hopes of receiving such aide 
as shall enable them to further this good work. 

The public will discover in the account, some failure on 
the part of subscribers. This is a circumstance much lament- 
ed by the Trustees ; though theyare assured it has a risen ra- 
ther from inattention, than a disposition to omit a duty so im- 
portant as that of meeting engagements of this nature. The 
amount of subscriptions will be found less than that of the 
year before, though many new subscribers have since been 
added, 

Every year’s experience of the utility of this Institution, 
serves as a new incentive to the Board, to proceed with re- 
newed ardour, rejoicing in the approbation and support of a 
benevolent public, and the blessing of Him who is the “ Fa- 
ther of the fatherless.” 


Treasurcr’s Account. 


Dr. ORPHAN ASYLUM SOCIETY, 


In Actount Current wilh Sarah Startia, Treasures 


D. C. 
To balance from last year, : - - - - - - 178 90 
Expended from April, 1815, to April, 1816, viz. 
Making a vault, out-house, foabe, &c. - - - - 320 00 
Carpenters’ and Masons’ worky repairing, - - - . 116 51 
John I. Glover, for principal and interest on four lots of ground, 2,643 26 
Sarah Startin, for principal and interest of her mortgage, - 2,175 00 
Superintendents’ salary for 1814, - - : - - - 400 00 
Tablet in memory of Mrs. M‘enzie, - - - - : 20 31 
Support of the Asylum, viz. , 
Clothing, bedding, shoes, &c. 4 - - ~ D. 785 00 
Firewood, - - - - - - 212 8& 
Stationary and printing, -*° - - - 123 50 
Seal and press, - - - - - - 63 00 
Painting and glazing, - . - - - 70 56 
Provisions, groceries, and current expenses, - 2,625 65 
Collecting subscriptions, - - - - 50 79 
Superintendents’ salary for 1815, - : 450 00 
Gratuity to do. - - : - - 50 00 
— 4,431 38 





10,290 36 





To balance per contra, - : - $7 50 
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Cr. 

By amount of subscriptions for 1815, < . ‘ “ - 1,820 50 
Amount of private donations, - ge ° ° " - 1,098 73 
Proportion of the Board of Health Lottery, - —- . - 5,000 00 
Annual grant of the Legislature, - - - : : i 500 00 
Proportion of the School Fund, - - - : . $45 91 
Collection in Grace Church, - - - . . n 605 00 
Collection in Christ Church, - - - - - ° 143 64 
Arbitration fees, - - - . ; ‘ ‘ 4 160 00 
Mr. Whitlow’s benefit, - - - : - e é 260 00 
Jury fees, - - - - - - . . . “ 79 00 
From the young ladies of Mrs. Brenton’s school, - - - 50 00 

Do. do. Mrs. Byron’s school, —- : - 54 50 
From the second company of Governor’s Guards, - - TO} 5u 
From Capt. Varick’s compeny of Artillery, - - - - 30 00 
Inspectors of Election in the first ward, - . - - 4 00 
Balance in favour ef the Treasurer, - : - - 37 50 

10,290 36 





Errors excepted. April, 1816. 
Outstanding debts about - . wm Vs - - - - 200 00 


Audited by Mr. Richard Dunn, jun. 
Mrs, M‘Kenzie left the Orphan Asylum Society a legacy of 1400 dollars, 


which the Will ordered should be laid out in stock: it has been invested in six 
percent. stock of the United States. 


—~ oto 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


Thoughts respecting the ancient covenant people of God. 
No. Il. 


In a late number, we glanced at the signs of the times, as 
indicating the speedy commencement of the universal reign 
of truth and righteousness. Allusion was had to the great 
exertions now making for evangelizing the heathen, contrast- 
ed with the remarkable insensibility which appears still to 
pervade the Christian world as to any active exertions to 
bring into the Gospel-fold “ the dispersed of Israel.’ In 
the present and succeeding numbers, it is our design fo en- 
deavour to awaken Gentile Christians to an immediate 
altempt in behalf of the outcasts of Israel. 

The overthrow of the city of Jerusalem, the destruction 
of the temple, and the dispersion of the children of Israel 
among all nations, affords a striking instance, not only of 
God’s abhorrence of sin, but of his faithfulness and-veracity. 
These terrible judgments were inflicted as the just reward of 
their iniquities. The word of Jehovah was pledged to ac- 
complish the woes that he had denounced; and although he 
endured with much long-suffering their multiplied provoca- 
‘tous, and delayed speedily to execute retributive justice 
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upon them for their evil works, yet when the measure of their 
guilt was full, and the measure of his forbearance was ex- 
hausted, he poured upon them the fierceness of his indigna- 
tion, and made it manifest to the world that.he was.a God of 
judgment. 

Did the Lord threaten ,to inflict these calamities upon this 
nation, and has he done so? He has likewise promised that 
he would remember his covenant with Jacob, and Isaac, and 
Abraham: and not a word shall fail of all the gracious 
things he hath spoken concerning them. 

For many ages the Jews have been scattered among all 
nations, whither the Lord hath carried them away captive. 
Christians, Mahometans, and Pagans, have each, in their turn, 
contributed largely to fill the cup of their misery and degrada- 
tion: every where they have been loaded with the most degrad- 
ing epithets : every where the finger of scorn and derision has 
been pointed at them; every where they have been “a by- 
word, and astonishment, and a verb.”” Stripes, bonds, 
and imprisonment have not satisfied the rage of their unre- 
lenting persecutors; but how many thousands and tens of 
thousands have, on the slightest pretexts, been massacred, 
to glut the vengeance of their enemies; persecuted in one 
city or country, they have fled to another, only to experience 
fresh ca'amities, and again fo seek their safety by flight— 
but in defiance of the edicts of princes, and the effects of 
popular odium, in the face of the most sweeping and bloody 
persecutions the world has ever witnessed, this wonderful 
nation remain a distinct people: a slanding monument of 
the veracity, as well as the yeNGEANCE, of the most High ! 
And is there in the catalogte of human woes, and of the 
dreadful curses denounced against rebellious Israel, one 
which has not been inflicted onthem? Have they not alrea- 
dy drank, to the — dregs, the cup of trembling? Why 
may we not then conclude that the time, yea, the set time to 
favour them, the day of theindeliverance is at hand. ? 

But is it urged, that great'and peculiar obstacles present 
themselves to the conversion ofthe Jews. This is acknow- 
ledged ; but there is much, very much to encourage the un- 
dertaking. There were great and peculiar proaven. to be 
encountered in the first attempts to introduce Christianity 
among the heathen; but these have all been surmounted, be- 
cause it was the work of the Lord ; and he always furnishes 
means adequate to the accomplishment of all his purposes. 
And here let it be remarked, that in order to the conversion 
of the heathen, it was necessary to find faithful men, whe 
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counted not their lives dear unto themselves ; who were will- 
ing to cross tempestuous seas, anf'to forego the enjoyment of 
worldly comfort, for the love they bore to the name of Jesus. 
A powerful obstacle also presented itself in acquiring the 
various languages of the heathen. These, and many other 
difficulties of equal magnitude arose: but the great work 
was commenced, and the effects ‘already manifest, have put to 
silence the voice of opposition: the names of those who 
commenced the glorious work are registered in the hearts of 
the faithful, and_will be had in everlasting remembrance ! 

But these obstacles do not present themselves in our at- 
tempts to bring about the conversion of the Jews. They 
are among ourselves, and we have daily an opportunity to 
converse with, and to enlighten, them. No ocean intervenes 
between them and Christians ; no difficulties arise in relation 
to acquiring their language. Hence every Christian may, ina 
limited sense, be a missionary among them; of course, the 
necessary pecuniary contributions to effect the object will 
be comparatively inconsiderable. 

Will it still be objected to the work proposed, that so 
deeply rooted are the prejudices of the Jews against the 
Gospel, that they cannot be overgome? We simply answer, 
that the oath and promise of Jehovah is engaged to effect 
the work, and he will perform it. 

We feel assured that the hearts of thousands of our bre- 
thren, beat in unison with what has been said on thi§ interest- 
ing subject ; and that they are only waiting to see the stand- 
ard erected; to behold a rallying point; to see the great 
work commenced, and an associafion formed for the purpose ; 
and they will join the ranks, and rejoice to lend their aid in 
bringing about the wonderful-.designs of Feeaice in re- 
lation to this subject. 

Let then a Society of faithful men be organised, to de- 
liberate on this weighty concern, and to seek direction from 
onhigh ; and having digested a plan of operations, let them 
enter immediately on the work; let a correspondence be 
opened with the Society lately established in England for 
the promotion of Christiantty among the Jews: let a cir- 
cular be prepared and addressed to different religious So- 
cieties, or lo individuals who feel interested in the cause, in 
various parts of our own country. What may not be hoped 
from such combined exertions in such a cause! Who does 
not feel animated with the prospect! Who does not exult 
in the privilege of being foremost in the blessed undertak- 

12 
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ing! For the Lord God, who gathereth the outcasts of Israei, 
saith, “ the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls ; for 
in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have I had mer- 
cy upon thee. Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated. ) 
80 that no man went through thee, I will make thee an etcr- 

nal excellency, the joy of many generations. 


~, 
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APOCALYPTIC CHURCHES. 


We have just received some late religious intelligence from one of our 
correspondents in England. We have room in this Number, only for the fol. 
towing interesting extract of a letter from the Rev. H. Lindsay, chaplain 
to the embassy of Constantinople, relative to the present state of the 
Apocalyptic Cuurones; copied from the correspondence of the Bristisi: 
and Foreign Bible Society. 


Constantinople, January 10, 1816. 

Wuen | last wrote to you, I was on the point of setting out on a short ex- 
cursion into Asia-Minor. Travelling hastily, as | was constrained to do, from 
the circumstances of my situation, the information I could precure was neces- 
sarily superficial and unsatisfactory. As, however, { distributed the few books 
of the Society, which I was able to carry with me, I think it necessary to 
yive some account of the course [ fg6k. ‘The regular intercourse of England : 
with Smytna, will enable you to prééure as accurate intelligence of its present f 
state as any I can pretend to offer. 

Fram the conversations I had with the Greek Bishop and his Clergy, as 
well as various well-informed individuals, I am led to suppose, that, if the po- 
pulation’of Swyraa be estimated at 140,000 inhabitants, there are from 15 t> 
20,000 Greeks, 6000 Armenians, 5000 Catholics, 140 Protestants, and 11,000 
Jews. 

After Smyrna, the first place I vigited was Ephesus, or rather (as the site is 
not quite the same,) Aiasalick, which consists of about fifteen poor cottages. 
I found there but three Christians ; two brothers who kept a smail shop, and a . 
gardener. They are all three Greeks, and their ignorance is lamentable in- 
deed. In that pl which was blessed so long with an apostle’s labours, and 
those of his zealous @ssistants, are Christians who have not so much as heard 
of that apdstle, or seem only to recognize the name of Paul as one in the 
calender of their sainis. One of them | found able to read a little, and left 
with bim the New Testament in-an@e@nt and modern Greek, which he express- 
ed a strong desire to read, and promised me he would not only study it him- 
self, but-lend it to his friends in the heighbouring villages. My next object 
was to see Lagdicea In the road to this, is Guzel-hisar, a large town, with 
one Church, and about 700 Christians. 

In conversing with the priests here, I found them so little acquainted with 
the Bible, or even the New Testament, in an entire form, that they had no 
distinct knowledge of the books it contained, beyond the four Gospels ; but 
mentioned them indiscrimipately, with various idle legends and lives ot 
saints. “ 

I have sent thither three copies of the modern Greek Testament since my 
return. About three miles from Laodicea is Denizli, which has been styled, 
but I am inclined to think erroneously, the ancient Colosse ; it is a considera 
ble town, with about 400 Christians, Greeks, and Armenians, each of whom 
has a Church. I regret, however, to say, that heve also the most extravagant 
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fales of miracles, and fabulous accounts of angels, saints, and relics, had so 
usurped the place of the Scriptures, as to render it very difficult to separate, 
in their minds, diyine truths from human inventions. I felt, that bere that 
unhappy time was come, when men should “ turn away their cars from the 
truth, and be turned unto fables.” 

I had with me same copies of the Gospels in ancient Greek, which I distri- 
buted here, as in some other places through which | had passed. Eski-hisar, 
close to which are the remains of ancient Laodicea, contains about fifty poor 
inhabitants, in which number are but iwo Christians, who live together in a 
small mill. Unhappily, neither could read at all. ‘The copy, therefore, of the 
New Testament which | intended for this Church, I left with that of Denizli, 
the offspring and poor remains of Laodicea and Colosse ; the prayers of the 
Mosque are the only prayers which are heard near the ruins of Laodicea, on 
which the threat seems to have been fully executed, in its utter rejection as a 
Church. 

I left it for Philadelphia, now Alah-shehr [t was gratifying to find at last- 
some surviving fruits of early zeal ; and here, at least, whatever may be lost of 
the spirit of Christianity, there is still the form of a Christian Church: this has 
been kept from the hour of temptation, which came upon all the Christian 
world. There are here about 1000 Christians, chiefly Greeks, who, for the 
most part, speak only Turkish; there are twenty-five places of public wor- 
ship, five of which are large, regular Churches; to these there is a resident 
bishop, with twenty inferior clergy. A copy of the modern Greek ‘Testament 
was received by the bishop with great thankfulness. 1 quitted Alah-shehr, 
deeply disappointed at the statement I received there of ihe Church of Sar- 
dis. I trusted that, in its utmost trials, it would not have been suffered to 
perish utterly, and I heard with surprise, that not a vestige of it remained. 
With what satisfaction, then, did I find, on the plains of Sardis, a small Church 
establishment: the few Christians who dwell afound modern Sart, were anx- 
ous to settle there, and erect a Church, as they were in the habit of meeting 
‘at each other’s houses, for the exercise of religion; from this design they 
were prohibited by Kar Osman Ozglu, the Turkish governor of the district, 
and, in consequence, abont five years ago, they built a Church upon the-plain, 
within view of ancient Sardis, and there they maintain a priest. ‘The place 
‘ias gradually risen into a little village, now called Tatar-Keny ; thither the 
‘ew Christians of Sart, who amount to seven, and those in its immediate vi- 
cinity, resort for public worship, and form tog@ther a congregation of about 
forty. There appears then still a remnant, “ a few names, even in Sardis,’ ’ 
which have been preserved. I cannot repeat the expressions of gratitude © 
with which they received a copy of the New Testament, in a language with 
which they were familiar. Several crowded about the priest, to hear it on the 
spot; and I left them thus engaged. Ek-hisar, the ancient Thyatira, is said 
to contain about 30,000 inhabitants, of whom 3000 are Christians, all Greeks, 
except about 200 Armenians. There is, however, but one Greek Church, 
and one Armenian. ‘The superior of the Greek Ohurch, to whom I presented 
the Romaic Testament, esteemed it so great a treasure, that he earnestly 
pressed me, if possible, to spare another, that one might be secured to the 
Church, and free from accidents, while the other went round among the peo- 
ple, for their private reading. I have therefore, since my return hither, sent 
him four copies. 

The Church of Pergamos, in respect to numbers, may be said to flourish | 

tillim Bergamo. The town is less than Ak-hisar, but the number of Cliris- 
tians is about as great, the proportion of Armenians to Greeks nearly the 
samme, and each nation also has one Church. The bishop of the district, who 
occasionally resides there, was at that time absent, and I experienced, with 
deep regret, that the resident clergy were totally incapable of estimating the 
sift | intended them ; I therefore delivered the Testament to the lay vicar of 
the bishop, at his urgent request, he having assured me, that the bishop woutd 
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highly prize so valuable an acqpisition to the Church; he seemed much pleasea 
that the benigthed state of his gation had excited the attention of strangers. . 
Thus, sir, | have left, at least, one copy of the uffadulterated word of God, 
at each of the seven Asiatic Churches of the apocalypse, and | trust they are 
not utterly thrown away: but, whoever may plant, it is God only who can 
give the increase; and from his goodness, we may hope, they will, in due 
time, bring forth fruit, “ some thirty, some sixty, and some a hundred fold!" 
Believe me, sir, 
Ever your’s most truly, 
HENRY LINDSAY 


o +o 


Quarterly Meeling of the New-York Sunday School 
Union Society. 


[Concladed from page 127.] 


The business of the meeting was conducted in an animated and interesting 
manner. Reports were read from the committees of fourteen schools, giving 
an account of their establishment and of the circumstances which had mark- 
ed their progress. These reports were handsomely drawn up, and exhibited 
many interesting details and emeouraging facts. It appeared that the above 
schools were conducted by thirty-six superintendents, and one hundred and for- 
ty-four teachers, and that there had been admitted into them 1800 learners ; of 
whom nearly 200 were adults, and between 400 and 500 people of colour. In 
general the scholars had been punctual in their attendance at school and at 
places of public worship, had been diligent in their studies, cleanly in their ap- 
pearance, orderly and decorous in their condact, and thankful for the exer- 
tions and kindness of their instggct ors. The reports furnished the most satis- 
factory evidence of the utility 6f Sunday Schools, of the salutary effects alrea- 
dy produced by those connected with this association, and of the promptitude 
and zeal of the superintendents and teachers in the discharge of their duties. 

From ten other schools, comprising, it is believed, 1000 learners, owing per- 
haps to their recent formation, no reports were made; they are however 
known to be in a prosperous state. 

The following are extracts from the Reports received :— 

The committee of a schooheomprising 156 scholars, say: ‘* The progress 
of the learners, in many instantes, has been such as was peculiarly gratifying 
to the teachers. As to the effects of the school on the children and their pa- 
rents, in a moral or religious point of view, we have to observe, that in our 
first visits to those places where the poorer classes reside, we frequently found 
the parents, and sometimes even the children, in a state of intoxication, dis- 
puting with each other, and using the most profane language; but in our sub- 
sequent visits, we are happy t® say, instead of witnessing such horrid scenes of 
destroying vice, we found an obyious alteration in the conversation and habits 
of some, who were teaching the children their lessons, and who appeared to 
take some interest in this good work. Some, indeed, have requested Bible 
for the illumination of their own minds, and for the instruction of their children ; 
which requests have been comiplied with.” 

The committee of another school say, “‘ We find much encouragement in 
the general good conduct and progress of the scholars under our care, and the 
great desire manifested by them to receive instruction. The improvement in 
the manners and personel appearance of the school is worthy of notice, as wel! 
as their cheerfulness in attendigg’ public worship at the house of God, and good 
deportment while there.” 

Another committee state, “ That the adults in their school are particular- 
ly attentive to their studies, and evince a very great desire to obtain informa- 
tion ; but from their minds having been so long uncultivated, their progress, in 
general, isslow. ‘The children have, in many instances, far surpassed our ex- 
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pectations: many of those in the higher classes have already committed to 
memory nearly the whole of ‘ Brown’s C m,” besides a number of 
hymns; and, ‘rom present appearances, we have no doubt but the most bene- 
ficial consequences ‘will result from their attendance at the school.” » 

The committee of another school observe, “ That they have witnessed, with 
much satisfaction, an anxiety for improvement in a number of the scholars, of 
whom many, when admitted, could not repeat the alphabet, who are now can- 
didates for admission to the higher classes. Among the adult Africans, a dis- 
position for receiving instruction, and an eagerness of application, have been 
particularly observable.” 

Another committee, after giving an account of the classes into which their 
school was divided, observe, *“* That among the children are several who have 
improved greatly in their studies, as well as in their manners, and who we 
hope may yet become men devoted to God, and useful in the world. We 
judge ihat many happy consequences will result to the parents from the attend- 
ance of the children at school; and that they are not insensible to the benefits 
which may be expected from the undertaking, f8 implied in the punctuality of 
the children, their cleanliness, and their disposition to persevere.” 

The following is from another report: ** We have,’ say the committee, 
“* the satisfaction to state, that our school is well furnished with able and skil- 
tul teachers, happily united in the ‘ labour of love,’ and puactual in their attend- 
ance, conscientious in the discharge of their duties,and anxious for the moral and 
religious improvement of the several classes committed to their care. Their un- 
wearied exertions in seconding the philanthropic views of the Society, have thus 
far been crowned with abundant success, and will, we trust, be the means of re- 
claiming many from the paths of ignorance and wice. From the organization 
of our school to this time, every Sabbath has demonstrated the success of our 
labours. We have had the pleasure of seeing the children of this school pro- 
gressing rapidly in cleanliness, in decency of dresggand behaviour, in habits of 
subordination, and in the improvement of their minds and morals. Through 
the benevolent exertions of Miss Borland, and her associates in the good work, 
many of the poorer children have been decently clad, and thereby enabled to 
attead school and church, without exciting feelings of disgust and commisera- 
tion. 

* The parents of the children belonging to this school, have been frequently 
visited for the purpose of ascertaining their feelings with regard to the objects 
of the Institution. In most cases they have mapséested a deep sense of grati- 
tude for ihe attention bestowed on their children, and a willingness to co-ope- 
rate with us in promoting the objects of the school. 

“It is worthy of remark, that, among the number of coloured persons re- 

ceived into this school, not one had received any religious instruction. One 
youth, of 19 years of age, being asked who was the Saviour of sinners, was 
anable to give an answer: nor had he even heard of salvation through the Re- 
deemer. He appeared sensible of his lost conditioprby nature, and manifested 
a deep concern for his eternal interests. 
_ “ We cannot, gentlemen, close our remarks, without recording a signe} 
instance of enterprise and meritorious exertion.in one of our pupi!s. Samuel 
W. Hutchinson, a lad only nine years old, has acquired the admiration .of his 
instructors and school-fellows, by his success in persuading other boys to par- 
take of the benefits of this Institution. Sunday afternoon, April 26th, he re- 
turned to school at the head of a company, consisting of nine white, and three 
coloured boys, whom he had recruited during the hour of mtcrmission. Since 
that time his zeal has induced several others to become members of the school. 
lor such conspicuous acts of good conduct, every mark of distiuction within 
our power has been conferred on him, and we hope his merit may be rewarded 
by some token of your approbation.” 

Another report* contain; the following: ‘ The committee regrets to say, 


* This Report fromthe committee of one of the eehoo!s. was net received till after the 
Quarter'vy Meetine. 
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that, from circumstances beyond their cont-ol, they have not been able to 
make as full and complete 4 statement of their labours and success, as the 
magnitude of the subject requifes. 

* The desire of being first among those who were devoting their time and 
ta'ents to the improvement of the minds and the correction of the morals of 
the ignorant, the profligate, and the needy of our city, was powerful in calling 
many and able teachers to undertake in this great and good work. 

* The spirit with which they enlisted could only be equalled by the object 
in which they engaged, and our first essays were crowned with abundant suc- 
cess. 

** By a systematic division of all that part of the city included by Catharine- 
street, the Bowery road, and Rivington-street, we were enabled to visit eve- 
ty house, and to ascertain most of the objects of the Institution. These 
circumstances, combined with the interest we were enabled to excite in pa- 
rents by special interviews during our visits, brought at our first meeting about 
three hundred children, mostly boys from ten to fifteen year: of age, whose 
menta! stupidity was only eqfalled by their depravity and disrespect for good 
behaviour. 

“¢ Such a number of children, it will readily be seen, required a room of no 
ordinary size for their accommodation ; and though every exertion was made 
to procure a place where they might be taught to advantage, none could be 
obtained. 

“* Regretting, as we do, that our time and labour have been productive of 
so few of the objects of the Institution, the committee feel themselves called 
upon to declare, that in general the importance of the subject does not appear 
to be duly appreciated in this section of our city, though perhaps no part of it 
calls for greater exertions, or promises a richer or more abundant harvest. 
To this, however, there must be some exceptions. The very arduous and sin- 
gular services of the Rev. Mr. Safford, merit our warmest gratitude, and have 
been productive of the most fportant consequences to our scholars. 

‘ ‘Trusting in the aid and guidance of Him who has thus roused the feelings 
of his people to the diffusion of his Holy Word, and the advancement of know- 
ledge and virtue, we will go forward, not doubting but all obstacles will give 
way before us, and that our labours will be considered by your most respecta- 
ble body as the best testimony of our zeal.” 

After the ordinary business of the meeting, the President again addressed 
the superintendents and teachers. 

‘* Permit us now, gentlemen, to recommend the following matters to your 
attention : 

** 1. Z'o consader the importance of the employment in which you have freely 
and gratuitously engaged. 

** Under your care and guidance are placed the most neglected, the least in- 
formed, and in too many instances the most vicious part of our youthful poor. 
You have undertaken the laborious but benevolent task of not only teaching 
them the knowledge of lettef, but of reclaiming them from bad habits, and oi 
instructing them in all the relative duties of life. 

‘** While you instil in their young minds the duty of contentment in the sta- 
tions ajlotted to them by Providence, you will of course embrace the occasjon 
to point out to them the self-degradation which attends idleness and vice ; and 
the certain rewards which await industry and a virtuous life. 

** You will endeavour to impress oa their minds that peace and happiness go 
in the train of filial obedience and in respect to superiors. 

** That honesty produces confidence—that good and upright behaviour and 
deportment to their equals,as well as their superiors, are the only sure me- 
thods of securing good will and respect to themselves: and finally, that a con- 
duct correspondent with these principles only, can insure to them favour with 
God and man. 

2. Let all your Instructions be grounded on Religion. 

** On this snbyect the Officers and Committee beg leave pointedly to recom- 
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mend to you, gentlemen, both superintendents and teachers, as an interesting 
part of your duty, ‘ to ground the childten in the first principles of the doc- 
trines of Christ; and I beg leave further to declare, as their opinion, that ca- 
techisms, suitable to the capacities of children, and judiciously chosen accord- 
ing to the views of the different denominations, are among the best means of 
grounding them in these principles.’ as 

‘In vain will you, gentlemen, teach, and the children hear, unless religion 
forms the spring and source of all you say and inculcate. 

‘“‘ It is under the influence of the Holy Spirit you must expect to derive alb 
your pure motives to action, all your sirst obligations to duty. 

“‘ In hearing your interesting youthful charge read the Holy Scriptures, you 
will find repeated opportunities, and will embrace all the suitable seasons, of 
instilling the word of life in their young and uninformed, but susceptible minds. 
And, ‘ a word spoken in season, how good it ig/? The leading truths of the 
Gospel, unfolded in simple, unadorned language, will leave the most durable 
impression. 

‘* By gradually explaining to them, (as far as you can with ease and conve- 
nience,) what to them appears difficult ; and by listening with readiness and 
attention to their crude but honest inquiries, you will steadily lead them to ac- 
quire a relish for and an earnest desire to be instructed in, that learning and 
wisdom, which, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, will make them ‘ wise 
unto salvation ” 

‘* To facilitate the attainment of religious knowledge by your young pupils, 
we beg leave to recommend to you a practice which has been found exten- 
sively useful wherever it has been adopted; to wit, that of asking questions, 
on subjects on which your pupils have from time t time been reading, and 
which are in recitation in their respective classes. Beginning with the most 
simple elements, and proceeding therein to the different and various gradations 
of intellect and improvement, you will in the end, without very great difficulty 
re much labour, impress upon their young minds the all-important doctrines of 
the Bible. 

‘‘ In this manner the fall of man, and his recovery therefrom by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; the atonement and satisfaction which, as our Redeemer, our 
Lord, and Saviour, he made for the sins of men; the deep and indispensable 
obligations under which every human being is laid to devote himself ‘to the 
service, and conform td-the precepts, of our divine Lord and Master. 

‘* With all the various facts and doctrines of the Holy Scriptures recorded 
for our example or instruction, the sweet accents of the Gospel of peace to en- 
courage the returning, and the loud thunders of the law to deter the hardened 
sinner, all the commands to obedience, and threaterings to the rebellious, 
which abound throughout the Word of God, may be read before your pupils, 
and conveyed in terms adapted to the capacities of all, in language at once 
simple, but interesting to the juvenile mind. In this manner you, gentlemen, 
may convey the very vital streams of pure Christianity through an important 
part of the community, and thus you will bave the honour, as well as the im- 
perishable pleasure and satisfaction, of raising..wp healthful members for our 
commonwealth ; and well instructed professors of the pure, and undefiled, and 
unsophisticated religion of our blessed Lord and Redeemer, who will hail you 
as happy instruments, in the hands of the Holy Spirit, in turning them from the 
paths of error and vice to those of never ending peace and bliss. 

‘“* This living stream never can, never will become stagnant or polluted. 
The religious principles which you thus instil in the heart of the son, will al- 
most unavoidably produce the wished-for reflection inthe parent. They wil! 
bring to his mind, with poignant regret and concern, the sacred parental obli- 
gations which he has wantonly or stupidly slighted, and the imperious duties 
which in his past life he has wholly neglected, or too carelessly perform d ; 
and will admonish him in language which parental feeling can rarely resist ov 
forget, ‘ that the ways of RELIGION are ways of pieasantness, and that adi her 
paths lead to péace. 
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** What will then be the result? Ought we not tohope and expect that ts 
such a parent the way of the sinner will become unknown—the. seat of the 
scornful forsaken—the counsel of the ungodly unheeded ? In their stead, he will 
endeavour to redeem his mx nt time ; and when the love of God is shed 
nbroad in the hearts, by the ines of the Holy Spiritythere will arise to 
him that joy which is unspeakable. 

** 3. Let all your inslrucitons be conveyed in theaccents of kindness and affec- 
dion. 

** One of the prominent causes to which is to be ascribed the great success 
which has attended Sunday Schools, is the cultivation of this manner of teach- 
img. It isa fact which children soon learn, that they are not placed under the 
charge of hired teachers. 

* The distinction between him who sacrifices those sacred pleasures of the 
sanctuary which every returniag Sabbath presents, to devote his time and tal- 
ents to the gratuetous instruction of the ignorant and friendless poor, and him 
who instructs forhis daily hire, even with the most perfect integrity, is easily 
perceived ahd appreciated. The motives of the first are mof, nay, cannot be 
suspected. They speak in istelligible langyage to the meanest capacity ; and 
when, added to this, the children observe gentle reproof substituted for the 
hateful and discarded ferrule or rod; the angry voice giving place to the 
language of kindness and affection; the anxiety of the preceptor to produce 
a great and Lridliané;scholar, changed for an interesting solicitude to form a good 
man, you will find the pupils under your charge obey you with cheerfulness, 
because they love you, and cherish your favourable opinion; and they will 
discharge their respective dutiés with alacrity, because these will be to them 
he sources of the highest gratification. 

4. ** Study well. (as far az time and circumstances will permit,) the tempers 
and dispositions of the children. 

‘“‘ The want of due attention to this particular, or the tota} neglect thereof, 
has often produced most unpleasant consequences. If has sometimes created 
incalculable trouble to the superintendent, and also proved the source of injus- 
tice to the pupil ; we therefofe beg leave to impress upon the minds of the 
gentlemen teachers, and earvestly to repeat the recommendation, that the 
knowledge of the particular temper of a Scholar be obtained as soon after 
jaiming the School as possible. 

* By this means you will the more easily perceive how a bad habit is to be 
eradicated or removed, and a perverse temper subdued. 

“The most suitable season for reproof, can in such a case be the better clio- 
sen and improved, and that mgment will of course be selected, in which the 
greatest good is hkely to be produced. ' 

“* Experience wiil, before this day, have convinced many of you, eS 
that durmg the paroxysm of obstinacy and heightened contumacy, little or no 
«ood effect will attend reproof, however guarded and affectionate in its terms. 

** The mind is then wholiy blind and the heart steeted agaist all advice and 
remonstrance. But when the pupit has become calm and returned to his duty, 
the very sense of shame which ye endures will cause him, with flowing tears, 
to listen with attention to your expostulations and remarks, although they may 
be couched in severe, but just, terms of. rebuke. 

“¢ 5. Permit us also te recommend to all of you, gentlemen, as well the super- 
mtendents as teachers, that you observe the greatest punctuality in your at- 
sendance at the precise time for opcning your respective Schools. In this 
way, your respective duties being well arranged and properly understood, all 
will proceed with exactness, harmony, and mutual good will. 

‘* From your good example the children will soon learn the ncetssity and 
virtue (a virtue of great importance,) of being in their seats at the appointed 
hour, ready to receive your highdy valuable instructions, and to them, very 
interesting inquiries. This course will also produce great and good effect upon 
their general conduct. A sound principle, thus once well ingrafted in early 

ars, cannot easily be rooted oG: or forgotten; and the necessity of punctu- 


J” 





were 





THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 143 


ality which has been so early impressed at a ** Sunday School,” will there- 
a(ter be happily applied to the practical duties of manhood. silks 

‘© 6. We trust gentlemen, that from your fair standings and character in life, 
either as members in full communion, or regular attendance at some one of the 
many distinguished places of public worship jg this favoured city, it is need- 
icss to present to your view, the propriety of a regular attendance at Church, 
at least once on every Sunday. This is so important a duty, and so congenial 
with your own practice, views, and feelings, as to require no observations from 
us. ‘The subject is only mentioned, that the nature and obligations of public 
worship may not escape attention. , 

‘|i is a subject which you will have frequent occasion to mention to and 

rivet in the minds of those who from time to’ time may become the happy ob- 
jects of your charge. 
’ <* Their conduct and behaviour while in a place of public worship, and the 
tessons of piety and sacred truth, which on every aa Sabbath they shall 
hear explained and inculcated from the sacred desk, will be a never failing 
theme of interesting inquiry, instruction, and advice. And in proportion to the 
general improvement of the scholar will be his delight in the house of God. 

‘* And while, upon this part of the subject, ji fs made my duty, at the re- 
quest of my brethren, the officers and committee, to impart their advice to you, 
gentlemen superintendents, to wit, ** That you promote the practice of singing ; 
und tf possible to use the same tunes in athe Schools ; and that you, gentiemen, 
settle among yourselves what those tunes shall be.” 

‘‘ The oificers and committee also recommend to the superintendents and 
teachers jof the several Schools, to appoint ffom each respective Scool, a de- 
legation of two members, and that the whole number of delegates meet at 
least once in every month, and compare with each other their respeetive 
modes of instruction, and thence form and bring forward such plans for general 
improvement as they may judge necessary. | ~ 

‘* Uniformity in the system of teaching is highly desirable. 

‘* A few further remarks will close the duties of this day ; in the making of 
which it falls to my acceptable lot, in behalf gf the officers and committee, 
to award to you, gentlemen, the well earned meed of praise ; and ia their 
name thus publicly te thank you for your having cheerfully and graiwitously 
engaged in the noble, very interesting and arduous calling of instructing 
the friendless and neglected poor of our city ; and for having hitherto prosecut- 
ed it with a zeal, industry, and intelligence worthy of so good a cause; and 
which gives to us, your co-workers in the same glonous undertaking, the pleas- 
ing earnests of the most heart-cheering results. 

** This meeting amply rewards our first exertiéns in forming the Union So- 
ciety, and the continual increase of schools will soon crown our most ardent 
expectations. 

‘“* Union creates strength... Let not our spirits flag or our hands hang 
down, while much, very much remains to be done. But Jet us unite our ut- 
most exertions, and by the blessing of God, the dominion of vice and of ig- 
norance in our city will be greatly checked. 

‘¢ Happy employment is yours——not to pronounet the Shibboleth of a party, 
or to promote the influence of a sect, or any worldly object. But yours is the 
enviable and elevating task to train up young immortals for stations of useful- 
ness while on earth, and under the influence of divine Grace, for seats of glory 
aad eternal bliss in heaven. 

: Proceed then, gentlemen, in the bencyolent work, and may each of you, 
while here on earth, enjoy the pleasing reflection that you have done your duty ; 
and hereafter, “ may his favour which is life, and his Joving kindness which 
's better than life,” be your portion for evef. Peace and happiness be within 
vour dwellings, and prosperity to our beloved common country.” 

Tie meeting was concluded with prayer by the Rey. Mr. Mortimer. 

Vublished by order of ihe Board of Officers and Committee of the Society, 
ELEAZAR LOR ; Secretary. 
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From the Weekly Recorder, April 17. 
Female Cent Society of Chillicothe. 

A Society of this denomination has lately been organized 
in this town. A constitution has been adopted and subscrib- 
ed by above twenty females, and there is reason to hope that 
the number will be considerably augmented. Agreeably to 
the constitution of the Society, the Society is to consist of fe- 
males only, married or unmarried ; and they are to be such 
as sustain a religious or moral character. Those who become 
members are required to pay one dollar in advance, and one 
cent a day through the “se to be discharged guarterly. 

The funds are to be distributed in the following manner :--~ 
One fourth is to be sent to the professors of the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, and one fourth to the Theologicai Se- 
minary at New-York, to be applied to such students of divi- 
nity as may need pecuniary aid. One fourths to be given to 
such students in this State, as have been received as candi- 
dates for the ministry by some presbytery, and are preparing 
to attend either of the aforesaid Seminaries, for which they 
may require assistance. The remaining fourth is to be dis- 
tributed in alms, for the relief of the indigent, and in procur- 
ing books for poor children who may attend the Sunday 
Schools in this place. To this cr, Fo skaw for dis- 
posing of the funds there are some exceptions, according to 
circumstances, which We need not particularize. 

The education of poor and pious young men for the minis- 
try of the Gospel, which is the principal object of this Asso- 
ciation, is unquestionably a matter of vast importance ; and 
we know not how any Christian can refuse his aid in contri- 
buting for this purpose, according as God has prospered him, 
provided he possess sufficient information. of the deplorable 
situation of many parts‘of the United States, in regard to spi 
ritual instruction. 


——<DIo— 
Extract of a letter from Norfolk, Va., dated May 11, 1816. 

‘* Tae people of Norfolk. are crowding the Meeting Houses, and numbers 
seeta to be much conceried for the salvation of their souls. Prayer meet- 
ings are held in private houSes mow, where a few months since, card parties, 
&c. were held.” 
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AWN ELEGANT THOUGHT. 
Ina specch at the formation of a Methodist Missionary Sociely, in Sheffield, 

(England,) the Poct Montgomery, has the followug beautiful sentiment. 

In the Bible Society, (said he,) all names and distinctions of sects are 
blended till they are lost, like the prismatic colours in a ray of pure and per- 
tect light. Inthe Missionargrwork, though divided, they are not discordant ; 
but like the same colours diéplayed and harmonized in the rainbow, they form 
an arch of glory, ascending, on the one hand, fiom earth to heaven; and on 
the other, descending from hativen to earth, a bow of promise; a covenant ol 


peace; a sign that the storm is passing away, and the Sun of Righteousness. 
with healing in his wings, breaking forth on all nations. 





